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ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Wath. 

Gentlemen, 

I  again  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1951,  for  the  area  of  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Wath. 

The  area  comprising  the  Rural  District  of  Wath  is  situate 
in  the  extreme  South-West  of  the  North  Riding.  It  forms  a 
portion  of  the  boundary  with  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and 
is  a  purely  agricultural  district  with  only  small  industrial  concerns 
within  it.  Two-thirds  of  the  area  consist  of  rich  bearing  corn  and 
roots  land.  The  remainder  is  good  pasture.  It  is  not  well  watered 
in  the  centre,  there  being  a  great  scarcity  of  springs  and  streams, 
but  the  major  portion  overlies  the  new  red  sandstone  water  bearing 
rock,  with  the  exception  of  a  marked  geological  ‘  fault/  This 
runs  from  the  centre  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  yields 
undrinkable  water  owing  to  its  gypsum  and  pyrites  constituents. 

The  River  Swale  runs  full  length  of  its  Eastern  boundary, 
and  the  River  Ure  is  partly  the  Western  side  boundary,  which  at 
one  point  approaches  the  City  of  Ripon. 

The  annual  rainfall  averaged  24 — 27  inches. 

Throughout  the  year  work  was  plentiful  for  all.  There  was, 
however,  no  shortage  of  workers,  not  even  at  the  seasonal  times  of 
gathering  the  crops. 

The  Wath  Rural  District  Area  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  vale 
of  York  and  is  considered  a  farming  utopia.  Agriculture,  the 
oldest  and  most  important  of  all  industries  and  occupations  is 
followed  by  the  majority  of  the  workeis  of  this  rural  area  of  Wath, 
though  many  are  employed  in  adjoining  towns  and  government 
establishments. 

The  soil  of  the  district  is  of  a  rich  nature  and  friable  in 
character  in  most  parts.  This  natural  gift,  together  with  the 
present  day  advanced  high  standard  of  scientific  farming  assisted 
by  recent  and  helpful  legislation,  produced  an  exceptional  and 
bountiful  supply  of  high  quality  food  stuffs  during  the  year,  which 
greatly  helped  in  the  world  shortage  of  our  food  supplies. 

The  rural  iesident.  worker  in  agriculture,  in  spite  of  still  feeling 
the  loss  of  his  pig  and  poultry,  particularly  as  he  grows  the 
essential  diets  for  these,  has  certainly  come  into  his  own.  He  now 
is  being  well  and  comfortably  housed  with  all  the  essentials  of  a 
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modern  house  with  ample  space,  light,  privacy  and  dignity.  This 
happy  development  makes  the  agiicultural  worker  less  restless 
and  he  remains  attached  to  the  land,  the  envy  of  his  fellow  in¬ 
dustrial  worker  in  the  large  town,  now  that  hours  and  wages  of 
labour  conform  more  to  both  the  rural  and  industrial  occupations. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Townships  in  area 

•  •  •  . 

•  .  •  •  • 

11 

Area  in  acres 

...  . 

•  •  •  .  , 

17007 

Population  (including  Service  personnel) 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

3340 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  built  up  to  31st  Dec.,  1951 

62 

Total  built  from  1st  Jan.,  1945,  to  31st 

Dec.,  1951 

44 

Total  in  construction  at  31/12/51 

...  . 

.  .  *  •  • 

4 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ... 

.  ,  ,  .  . 

m 

Number  of  houses  inhabited 

•  •  •  • 

.  .  .  .  . 

574 

,,  ,,  uninhabited 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

20 

Live  Births,  1951  : — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

25 

29 

54 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

26 

29 

55 

Still  Births,  1951  : — 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  ...  . 

0 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

Total 

0 

2 

Live  Birth  Rate  1951—16.1. 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

population. 

Still  Birth  Rate  1951 — 0.59. 

per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births. 

M  ales 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  (all  causes)  1951 

26 

7 

33 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Legitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

0 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

Legitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

0 

0 

0 
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Death  Rate,  1951 — 9.88. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  18.1 

Illegitimate  Children,  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  ...  0.00 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Tuberculosis  : — 

N.R.  County  Council  provides  all  services  for  all  branches 
of  Tuberculosis  cases. 

Maternity  — - 

Full  and  efficient  service  provided  by  N.R.  County  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

National  Health  Services  provided  excellent  and  prompt 
service. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


(a)  W.  C.  Eden,  Clerk  to  Wath  R.D.C.,  5,  Finkle  Street,  Ripon. 

Telephone  Ripon  576. 

(b)  T.  Carter  Mitchell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Topcliffe,  Thirsk. 

Telephone  Topcliffe  230. 

(c)  William  Watson,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Cert.  R.S.  Inst.,  North  End, 

Northallerton.  Telephone  Northallerton  164. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1951. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  forms 
Malignant  Disease  (stomach)  ... 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Vascular  Disease  of  Nervous  System 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Pneumonia 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Other  and  ill-defined  Diseases 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  Accidents 

Suicide  . .  . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1951. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

RATES  PER  1,000  HOME  POPULATION. 

Births— 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.10 

Still  Births  ...  0.59 

Deaths— 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.88 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  •••  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.26 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.26 

Notifications — 

Sonne  Dysentry,  R.A.F.  Sn.  (Population  not  known)  ...  0.29 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.89 

Diphtheria  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Erysipilas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.08 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.49 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age,  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  18.10 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  ...  0.00 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Maternal  Mortality  (all  causes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  (all  causes)  0,00 
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NURSING. 


Four  N.R.C.C.  District  Nurses  practice  daily  throughout 
the  area. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Cases  were  removed  to  Thistle  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital,  Knaresborough,  West  Riding,  Yorks. 

The  above  four  District  Nurses  practice  as  Midwives  through¬ 
out  the  Council's  area. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

These  were  efficiently  and  promptly  supplied  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Northallerton,  under  North  Riding  County 
Council  direction. 

Regular  and  methodical  use  was  made  of  these  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  drinking  water,  and  other  specimens. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  VACCINATION  (IMMUNIZATION). 

Immunization  was  more  efficiently  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Children  were  done  in  their  own  homes  and  not  in  sessions. 
Vaccination  was  also  more  consistently  performed.  The  parent, 
or  guardian,  showed  very  little  objection  to  either  of  these  tw'O 
child  life  savers.  In  fact  they  more  or  less  welcomed  and  even 
asked  for  them  for  their  children. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

There  are  eleven  townships  in  the  Council’s  area,  all  of  which 
have  a  piped  supply  of  drinking  water. 

Two  of  these  are  privately  owned. 

Three  townships  had  a  constant  and  pure  and  ample  supply 
as  they  were  provided  by  a  main  from  the  Thirsk  Water  Company. 
The  privately  owned  supplies,  along  with  the' other  Council  owned 
supplies,  were  regularly  submitted  to  the  N.R.  County  Pubb’c 
Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton  for  Bacteriological  examination. 
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WATER. 


PRIVATE  AND  COUNCIL  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Rainton  Village  supply.  A  constant  source  of  anxiety  owing 
to  its  antiquity  and  vulnerability  of  pollution.  It  is  now  3  years 
nearly  since  sanction  was  sought  to  use  a  joint  supply  for  Rainton 
and  Baldersby  S.  James  (the  worst  two  supplies  in  your  area), 
yet  nothing  has  materialised  beyond  “paper  work.”  The  building 
of  some  8 — 10  necessary  new  Council  houses  at  Rainton  was  held 
up.  The  risk  of  pollution  is  ever  present.  The  quantity  falls 
below  normal  requirements  in  dry  seasons,  yet  more  and  more 
demands  are  being  put  on  it  by  the  erection  of  large  piggeries 
and  more  W.C.’s  and  baths.  Sanction  for  development  ot  this 
joint  scheme  was  issued  several  months  ago. 

Hutton  Conyers  called  for  attention  in  keeping  with  its  previous 
reputation.  Corrected  but  apt  to  “  backslide.”  Supply  con¬ 
sistent  and  tested  quarterly. 

Villages  of  Asenby,  Dishforth  and  Cundall.  All  three  villages 
from  main  of  Thirsk  Water  Company.  Ample  supply. 

Melmerby  and  Baldersby.  Springs,  pump,  reservoir,  good 
elevation,  fully  automatic  electric  pumping  control.  Supplies 
Ministry  of  Supply  Establishment  nearby.  Supply  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

Marton-le-Moor — Bore — electric  automatic  pump,  reservoir 
on  site  and  piped  village  supply.  Quality  varies.  Quantity 
sufficient. 

Middleton  Quernhow — Bore  pump  reservoir,  good  elevation. 
Piped  supply  quarter  mile  to  this  village  (private). 

Norton  Conyers  —  Ripon  Corporation  supply  (private). 
Quantity  and  quality  satisfactory. 

Wath — Bore — automatic  electric  pump,  reservoir,  good 
elevation.  Piped  supply  to  village,  consistent  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

Baldersby  S.  James  —  A  hamlet  of  some  40  inhabitants 
possess  one  hand  pump  only.  Open  well.  Water  contaminated 
at  times.  Joined  up  with  and  waiting  the  Rainton  supply  de¬ 
velopment. 

The  proposed  bore  for  both  villages  is  situated  at  Baldersby 
S.  James. 


Ihe  first  table  given  below  shows  details  of  the  various  sources  of  supplies  in  the  area  and  their  quality  and  quantity  ; 
and  the  second  table  shows  details  of  the  numbers  of  houses  and  the  population  in  each  parish  taking  water  from  the  public 
mains. 

TABLE  l. 
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TABLE 

SI. 

Number  drawing  water 

Number  drawing  water 

Parish 

direct  from  mains.  1 

n>  means  of  stand  pipes. 

Houses  Population 

Houses 

Population 

Asenby 

36 

130 

5 

13 

Baldersby 

23 

75 

15 

38 

Cundall-with-Leckby 

Dishforth 

21 

95 

3 

8 

(excluding  R.A.F. 

Station) 

40 

154 

27 

94 

Hutton  Conyers 
(excluding  M.O.S. 

Depot) 

10 

42 

11 

39 

Marton-le-Moor 

6 

30 

24 

88 

Melmerby 
(excluding  M.O.S. 

Depot) 

62 

213 

n 

( 

15 

Middleton  Quernhow 

5 

23 

5 

25 

Norton  Conyers 

18 

65 

— 

— 

Rainton-with-N  ewby 

51 

158 

21 

75 

Wath 

44 

144 

4 

12 

T  otals 

316 

1099 

122 

407 

I  have  the  following  comments  to  make  on  the  under-mentioned 
supplies 


Marton-le-Moor. 

This  supply  requires  constant  supervision  owing  to  its  un¬ 
reliability  ;  it  shows  slight  contamination  at  times. 
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This  has  been  referred  to  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer 
who  has  dealt  with  it,  yet  it  is  liable  to  recur,  though  never  being 
more  than  suspicious. 

Much  time  and  labour  in  the  past  has  been  given  to  this  fairly 
modern  and  should  be  excellent  supply. 


Rainton. 

This  supply  fills  one  with  apprehension  as  to  its  gross  vul¬ 
nerability  by  virtue  of  its  primitive  and  ancient  construction. 

The  Council,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  set  in  motion  the 
far  too  long  delayed  borehole  construction  works  at  Baldersby 
St.  James,  as  a  j  ;int  supply  for  Rainton  Village — one  mile  distant — 
and  for  the  hamlet  of  Baldersby  St.  James.  This  delay  held  up 
the  building  of  eight  more  Council  Houses  at  Rainton,  and  also 
two  at  Baldersby  St.  James. 


Hutton  Conyers. 

The  supply  was  constantly  under  supervision  and  check  by 
reason  of  its  liability  to  show  signs  of  a  suspicious  classification, 
caused  by  a  non-faecal  coli  content. 

This  supply,  as  with  others  of  a  similar  character,  needs  careful 
supervision,  and  the  source  of  pollution  may  well  lie  in  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  cultivated  lands  to  the  springs. 

Owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  area,  the  result  has 
been  in  a  number  of  small  individual  supplies,  rather  than  in 
comprehensive  schemes  which  with  modern  methods  of  con¬ 
struction  are  more  easily  brought  under  control. 


THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

The  satisfactory  working  and  benefits  to  all  sections  of  the 
general  community  were  even  more  pleasing  than  in  last  year’s 
report. 

First  rate  medical  and  surgical  skill  and  attention  was  available 
and  consistently  made  use  of  by  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  hospital  services  were  readily  available  day  and  night, 
and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  admission  of  all 
patients  requiring  out-patient  or  in-patient  treatment  at  the 
adjoining  hospitals  at  Ripon,  Harrogate,  Leeds  and  York. 


10 

The  maternity  services  continued  to  work  smoothly,  efficiently 
and  generously.  The  maternity  mother  entered  the  best  maternity 
wards  free  of  charge  as  to  treatment  and  transport,  when  her 
home  conditions  made  it  advisable  or  necessary. 

The  elderly  retired  folk  and  pensioners,  childless  or  with 
children  living  away,  appear  to  be  the  worst  handicapped  ;  though 
the  action  of  the  welfare  officer  was  one  means  of  getting  some 
assistance  and  relief.  This  same  difficulty,  of  course,  applies 
to  all  sections  of  the  community,  which  appears  to  be  bi  ought 
about  by  more  attractive  and  lucrative  employment  than  the 
nursing  of  elderly  and  desolate  folk.  If  the  relatives  cannot  come 
to  the  rescue,  then  there  is  a  poor  chance  of  members  of  the  public 
doing  so,  even  though  paid  for  such  services.  They  will  not  under¬ 
take  this  work. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Council  were  able,  during  the  year,  to  arrange  for  the 
scavenging  service  of  the  whole  area  for  house  refuse,  but  not  the 
contents  of  earth  closets.  These  latter  became  less  numerous 
during  the  year.  The  scavenging  contract  has  been  a  boon  to 
the  inhabitants. 


HOUSING. 


The  Council  were  fortunate  in  having  satisfactory  allocations 
for  house  building. 


Tenders  were  soon  received,  selected,  approved  and  work 
commenced,  with  the  result  that  the  Council  maintained  its  previous 
satisfactory  housing  reputation. 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  inhabited  31st 
Dec.,  1951 


62 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  built  from  1945 

to  31st  Dec.,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 


Total  number  of  Council  Houses  under  construction 

at  31st  Dec.,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

All  were  brick  built  traditional  houses  of  similar  types,  and 
no  reduction  of  standards  was  necessary  due  to  reasonable  prices 
and  expedition  of  work. 
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Each  village  was  given  a  quota  based  on  need. 

The  Rainton  village  scheme  was  again  held  up  owing  to  the 
water  supply  difficulties  already  mentioned. 

Private  enterprise  building  was  permitted  to  a  total  of  one 
fifth  of  the  allocation  for  the  year. 

The  good  record  of  progress  in  building  new  houses,  as  re¬ 
ported  last  year,  was  even  more  marked,  due  principally  to  the 
energy  of  the  Council  officials,  and  a  very  progressive  Council 
whose  members  at  all  times  .supported  the  necessity  of  new  houses 
for  the  wage  earners  and  others  of  limited  means. 

Overcrowding,  of  which  the  worst  cases  were  relieved  by  the 
provision  of  new  and  larger  homes,  was  greatly  reduced  and  almost 
overcome. 

A  pleasant  feature  of  the  year’s  building  of  new  houses  was 
the  rapid  and  good  workmanship,  consistently  given  on  the  part 
of  the  contractors.  This  Council  held  tfie  enviable  reputation 
of  lower  costs  of  building  and  consequently  lower  rents  to  the 
occupiers  than  the  majority  of  the  Rural  Councils  thioughout 
the  country. 

I  feel  assured  that  the  standards  achieved  and  the  results 
obtained  cannot  be  excelled  by  the  majority  of  other  local 
authorities. 

It  is  hoped  to  complete  the  Council’s  post-war  housing  scheme 
in  the  year  1953,  and  then  in  the  following  year  of  1954  to  erect 
bungalows  which  will  be  smaller,  easier  to  work  and  of  less  rent 
in  some  of  the  villages  in  your  area. 

This  Council,  in  the  early  part  of  1951,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
an  injunction  to  restrain  the  owner  of  a  cottage  in  Wath  village 
from  allowing  it  to  be  occupied  as  a  dwelling  house.  Following 
protracted  action,  the  County  Court  upheld  the  Council’s  attitude 
that  the  cottage  was  of  such  a  substandard  size  and  condition  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


DRAINAGE. 

Each  village  has  its  sewage  treated  by  tanks,  with  the 
exception  of  Wath  village,  which  has  a  very  primitive  sewage  bed 
works.  As  would  be  expected,  though  each  village  gets  rid  of  its 
sewage,  and  does  not  suffer  itself,  yet  this  is  only  done  by  the  escape 
of  solid  material  out  of  the  tanks  which  are  far  too  ancient,  small 
and  inefficient  to  deal  with  the  solid  material,  especially  so,  as 


often  surface  water  gets  into  the  sewer,  and  solids  escape  down 
ditches  and  small  streams.  This  Council,  like  all  other  Rural 
ones,  realize  it  is  now  impossible  to  deal  efficiently  with  the  in¬ 
creased  sewage  material  from  the  greater  number  of  W.C.’s  and 
baths  now  being  installed  in  every  village. 

The  Ministry  sanctioned  the  combined  sewerage  scheme  for 
the  two  adjoining  villages  of  Melmerby  and  Wath  as  the  outcome 
of  the  public  enquiry  held  the  previous  year.  No  commencement 
on  the  scheme  was  possible  during  the  year  1951. 

No  new  sewers  were  laid  or  extended. 

The  sanctioned  joint  scheme  for  the  villages  of  Wath  and 
Melmerby  was  held  up  b}^  the  withdrawal  of  an  already  granted 
starting  date  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  withdrawal  was  due  to  the  grave  economic  position  in 
national  affairs  and  the  need  for  the  strict  curtailment  of  the 
spending  of  large  amounts  until  the  affairs  of  the  country  are 
better  balanced. 

This  was  a  grievous  blow  to  the  Council,  as  the  contract  had 
been  let  and  all  arrangements  made  to  proceed  with  the  scheme. 
Especially  so  as  the  condition  of  the  sewerage  at  the  village  of 
Rainton,  which  is  equally  as  bad  as  that  at  Wath  and  Melmerby, 
deteriorated  even  more  rapidly  and  became  more  pressing  during 
th£  year  than  the  situation  at  Wath  and  Melmerby. 

Each  township  is  earmarked  for  a  new  sewerage  scheme  to 
treat  the  effluent  more  efficiently  and  to  prevent  the  gross  pollution 
of  the  streams  and  becks  which  now  takes  place. 


MILK. 

About  the  same  quantity  and  quality  of  milk  is  produced  as 
in  former  years.  Most  of  it  is  consigned  to  the  large  Milk  Collecting 
Centres  where  it  is  sterilized.  This  leaves  the  Producer  Retailer’s 
milk  as  consumed  in  the  village  of  its  origin  as  not  sterilized.  Until 
pasteurization,  which  certainly  is  more  appreciated  now,  is  used 
to  treat  their  milk,  then  bacteriological  examination  of  this  milk 
must  be  made  fairly  frequently  as  a  check  to  safeguard  rural  con¬ 
sumers. 
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The  remaiks  of  lack  of  personal  cleanliness  as  related  in 
former  reports,  I  regret  to  state,  show  very  little  improvement  in 
this  direction. 

With  the  prospect  of  the  appointment  of  a  whole-time  sanitary 
inspector  and  surveyor,  it  is  proposed  to  launch  a  thorough 
investigation  as  to  the  observance  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula¬ 
tions,  as  regards  the  handling  of  milk,  the  process  of  obtaining  it, 
the  cleanliness  and  condition  of  the  milking  cattle,  and  also  of 
the  people  engaged  on  milking. 

This  is  especially  necessary,  as  so  many  consume  milk  in 
your  villages,  in  what  is  termed,  its  raw  state  ;  milk  which  is  not 
protected  by  heat  or  pasteurisation  before  being  handed  to  the 
consumer.  The  town  dweller  does  have  his  milk  treated  and 
made  safe  for  him,  whereas  the  man  who  helps  to  produce  it  is 
deprived  of  this  safeguarding  policy. 


FOOD. 

The  two  registered  slaughterhouses  were  not  used  during  the 
year,  owing  to  to-day’s  rationing  of  meats. 

There  are  no  places  where  food  is  prepared  in  bulk  or  pro¬ 
cessed.  Meat  is  sold  in  the  butchers’  shops,  but  even  more  from 
vans  travelling  the  villages  and  supplying  consumers. 

Bakery  vans  are  numerous. 

Both  types  of  van  were  inspected  during  their  rounds. 

The  only  hotels  supplying  meals  are  small  and  occasional 
and  obtain  their  food  from  outside  sources  for  that  purpose. 

Ice  cream  vehicles  are  frequently  seen,  but  their  headquarters 
are  in  neighbouring  small  towns. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  arose  during  the  year  in  this  area. 

All  these  points  were  carefully  watched. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T,  CARTER  MITCHELL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 

Report 

1951. 

INSPECTIONS. 


245  inspections  have  been  made  which  includes  56  visits  in 
connection  with  the  selection  of  Council  house  tenants. 


The  following  items  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Houses  inspected 
Houses  renovated 
Houses  closed  as  unfit 
Baths  provided 

W.C.'s  . 

New  diain 


72 

5 
3 

6 
9 
3 


WORKSHOPS. 

The  7  workshops  were  inspected  and  lime  washing  has  been 
done. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  complete  scheme  for  collecting  house  refuse  has  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year  and  appears  to  have  been  generally 
satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  two  Slaughter  Houses  are  still  out  of  use. 

Sewers. 

The  sewers  have  not  given  any  trouble  duiing  the  year  and 
no  new  sewers  have  been  constructed. 


Over-crowding. 

Overcrowding  still  continues  to  some  extent  but  some  of  the 
worst  cases  have  been  relieved  by  the  provision  of  new  houses 
and  by  improvement  of  old  houses  and  further  relief  will  be 
provided  by  the  more  rapid  rate  of  production  than  previously. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  existing  houses  is  being  improved 
by  the  provision  of  water  under  pressure,  provision  of  kitchen 
sinks  with  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on,  baths  and  water  closets 
displacing  the  foul  ashpits  and  pans. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  WATSON,  Cert.  Royal  San.  Inst., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948, 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  oJ 

E 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authorities 

7 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
Premises) 

Nil 

_  -Nil 

Nil 

|  Nil 

Total 

7 

t  14 

i  Nil 

1  Nil 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found. 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

_____ 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork)  .  . 

— 

— 

Totals .  . 

Nil 

Nil 
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Water  inspector’s  Report 

During  the  year  I  was  engaged  on  the  overhaul  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Council’s  undertakings. 

Hutton  Conyers. 

The  new  electric  pumping  equipment  has  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily  and  a  good  supply  of  water  has  resulted. 

Marton-le-Moor. 

The  electric  pump  has  been  satisfactory  and  a  good  supply 
of  water  has  been  maintained. 

Melmerby . 

The  water  is  still  being  pumped  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
and  has  been  adequate  in  quantity. 

Rainton. 

This  supply  has  been  a  source  of  trouble,  both  as  regards 
quantity  and  quality. 

Wath. 

This  is  a  good  and  trouble  free  supply. 

The  pump  house  here  is  also  used  for  waterworks  stores  for 
the  whole  area. 

Grass  and'  weeds  have  been  mown  down  regularly,  and  all 
pumping  equipment  inspected  twice  weekly  throughout  the  year. 

Painting,  lime  washing,  creosoting,  etc.,  has  been  carried 

out. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  DODSWORTH, 

Water  Inspector. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

All  Council  sewers  and  works  have  been  treated  twice  a  year, 
and  are  largely  free  from  infestation. 

Complaints  from  farm  and  cottage  properties  have  been 
dealt  with  as  and  when  required. 
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